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Based on the route-descriptions, the previous reviewer appears to refer only to the summer walker's

section of this book (you certainly won't be taking the avalanche-prone summer route from the La

Breya lift in the course of a ski-mountaineering Haute-Route).However, the positive assessment

extends to the ski section, as well. This is a wonderful guide to one of the great alpine ski tours,

including details critical to route-finding over complex, glaciated terrain in possibly poor

visibility.Recognizing that choice of ski-mountaineering routes is extremely conditions & skills

dependent, the book includes information on the true classic route--including the brilliant but

technical Plateau du Couloir & the tiresome, plodding Otemma glacier--as well as several typical

&/or desirable variations like Verbier & Grand Lui.Cliff's guide contains some route photos & stylized

maps that are useful for generalized visualization of route segments. I would have preferred that he

include a map of the complete route, but it isn't really necessary because you absolutely will need to

purchase at least some of the recommended topo maps. Pick the 1:50,000 ski topos; they include

major ski route lines & are frequently updated by the efficient Swiss government. The smaller-scale

1:25,000 maps are beautiful, but do not show routes; also, you would have to purchase so many of

them that they are not practical.The author includes interesting asides about the history of the route

& adjacent areas. The accomplishments of early Haute Route ski-pioneers are truly astounding,

given the rudimentary nature of their gear & clothing.
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